
Patient Scheduled for 
Surgery/ Procedure 1

SARS-CoV-2 PCR result?

Symptoms3? 

Perform 
SARS-CoV-2 PCR 
test optimally 2 

days no more than 
5 before surgery

Proceed with 
Procedure

NO

Do not perform 
SARS-CoV-2 

PCR test

3/1/23: MSHS SARS-CoV-2 PCR 
Preprocedure Testing Algorithm 

Enter vaccination infromation 
into Epic via the immunization 

tab. Scanning a picture of 
documentation is not adequate. 

2 

Had 
COVID-19 

with a positive 
SARS-CoV-2 PCR test 

within the past 90 
days?

See Preop Website: www.mountsinai.org/preop for complete 
MSHS COVID Clinical Management Guide for Procedures

Patient Vaccinated 
against COVID-19? YES

See 
wait time for 
confirmed 
COVID-19 
Infection

YES

Type of Patient 
Scheduled for 

Procedure

Positive 
SARS-CoV-2 

PCR test within same 
admission (including with 

72 hours of arrival 
to hospital)?

INPATIENT

NO

NO

AMBULATORY

SAME DAY ADMISSION

ambulatory vaccinated and 
unvaccinated now have same 

testing requirements

Consider additional wait time days based 
upon the patient's medical status and clincial 

judgement of the multidiscipliary team 

3Symptoms include: Fever (temp > 100F), shortness of breath, new onset persistent cough, nasal congestion & runny nose NOT associated with seasonal 
allergies, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell or at least 2 of the following: chills, muscle pain, headache.

1 This algorithm applies to all surgeries/procedures performed in the main operating room, major procedural areas (cardiac catheterization, 
electrophysiology, endoscopy, intervential radiology), and procedural locations performing at least moderate sedation. A procedure may proceed 
even with a positive COVID-19 PCR test or COVID symptoms, such as in an emergency or based on medical need. A collaborative discussion should 
be had to weigh the risks and benefits among the patient, surgeon, and anesthesiologist. 

2Acceptable proof of COVID-19 vaccination is defined by NYC:  https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-vaccines-keytonyc.page

Do not perform 
SARS-CoV-2 

PCR test

See 
wait time for 
confirmed 
COVID-19 
Infection

See 
wait time for 
confirmed 
COVID-19 
Infection

WAIT TIME for CONFIRMED COVID-19 INFECTION: 
Delay procedure until >/= 10 days from first day of 
symptoms or positive test, whichever is earlier with 

the last 24 hours without fever (</=100 F) not on 
antipyretics and significant resolution of symptoms 

adequate to undergo the procedure/anesthesia

YES

Do not perform 
SARS-CoV-2 

PCR test

See 
wait time for 
confirmed 
COVID-19 
Infection

YES

NO

POSITIVE

Emergency procedures may proceed even 
with a positive COVID-19 test or symptoms. A 

Collaborative discussion among the patient, 
surgeon, and anesthesiolgist should be had to 

weigh risks, benefits, and alternatives. 

Symptoms3? 

Had 
COVID-19 

with a positive 
SARS-CoV-2 PCR test 

within the past 90 
days?

Proceed with 
Procedure

NO

SARS-CoV-2 test result?

Perform COVID-19 test 
(PCR 2-5 days before 
or lab/home antigen 

test the day before the 
procedure) 

Reschedule 
procedure and 
obtain PCR to 

confirm 
infection. 

HOME ANTIGENPCR

POSITIVE

See wait 
time for 

confirmed 
COVID-19 
Infection

See wait 
time for 

confirmed 
COVID-19 
Infection

YES

YES

NO

NEGATIVE
NEGATIVE

LAB/CLINIC ANTIGEN

asymptomatic 
ambulatory patients 

do not need 
COVID-19 testing
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