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Previous Lecturers 
1997 – Present 

 
1997 Ira Byock, MD 

President, American Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine 
Chair, Palliative Medicine, Dartmouth Medical School 
Director of Palliative Medicine, Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center 
Professor, Dartmouth Medical School, Departments of Anesthesiology and Community and Family Medicine 

1998 Sherwin B. Nuland, MD 
Author, National Book Award Winner 
Clinical Professor Surgery, Yale University 

1999 Dame Cicely Saunders, OM, DBE, FRCP 
Founder, St. Christopher’s Hospice, United Kingdom 
Author 

2000 Anna Quindlen 
Columnist, The New York Times 
Pulitzer Prize Winning Author 

2001 Timothy E. Quill, MD 
Director, Center for Ethics, Humanities and Palliative Care, University of Rochester Medical Center 
Professor of Medicine, Psychiatry and Medical Humanities, University of Rochester School of Medicine 

2002 Robert N. Butler, MD 
President & CEO, International Longevity Center-USA 
Pulitzer Prize Winning Author 

2003 Diane E. Meier, MD 
Director, Hertzberg Palliative Care Institute, Mount Sinai School of Medicine 
Director, Center to Advance Palliative Care 

2004 Jerome Groopman, MD 
Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 
Chief of Experimental Medicine at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 
Author, Writer for The New Yorker 

2005 Wendy S. Harpham, MD, FACP 
“Happiness in a Storm: Facing Illness and Embracing Life as a Health Survivor” 
Physician, Author, Lecturer, Patient Advocate and Cancer Survivor 

2006 Charles F. von Gunten, MD, PhD, FACP, FAAHPM 
“Since It’s Broken, Let’s Fix It: Overhauling MD Training to Improve our Healthcare System” 
Provost, Center for Palliative Studies, San Diego Hospice & Palliative Care 
Associate Clinical Professor of Medicine, Univesrity of California, San Diego 
Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Palliative Medicine 

2007 Christine K. Cassel, MD 
“What Palliative Care Can Teach American Medicine” 
President and CEO, American Board of Internal Medicine 
Former Chair, Brookdale Department of Geriatrics and Adult Development, Mount Sinai School of Medicine 

2008 Jane E. Brody 
“Jane Brody’s Guide to the Great Beyond” 
Best Selling Author 
Personal Health Columnist, The New York Times 



 
2009 Gail Sheehy 

“Passages in Caregiving” 
Best Selling Author 

2010 Pauline W. Chen, MD 
“Doctor and Patient: Lost in Translation” 
Surgeon, Best Selling Author and Online Columnist for the New York Times 

2011 Diane E. Meier, MD 
“A Doctor Goes to Washington: Palliative Care and Health Reform” 
Director, Center to Advance Palliative Care 
MacArthur Foundation Fellow2008 
Professor, Departments of Geriatrics and Internal Medicine; 
Catherine Gaisman Professor of Medical Ethics, Mount Sinai School of Medicine 
 
 2012 Siddhartha Mukherjee, MD, PhD 
“The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer” 
Best Selling Author 
Assistant Professor, Columbia University School of Medicine 

2013 Amy J. Berman, BS, RN 
“Charting My Own Course: A Palliative Care Journey Through Illness” 
Senior Program Officer, The Hartford Foundation 

2014 Katy Butler 
“Knocking On Heaven’s Door” 
Award-winning Author, Journalist and Teacher 

2015 Atul Gawande, MD, MPH 
“Being Mortal” 
Surgeon, writer, and public health researcher 
Professor, Department of Health Policy and Management at the Harvard School of Public Health 
Professor, Department of Surgery at Harvard Medical School 
Executive Director, Ariadne Labs 

 


